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G lenn Perrin Walker, known always as Perrin, was born in Rigby, Idaho on

September 24, 1939, the third of five sons born to Allen Holmes and Margaret
Lora Taylor Walker and passed away on Tuesday afternoon, October 17, 2023. He

lived the first four years of his life in Menan, ID, then in Idaho Falls, ID, eventually

living in Utah, France, Belgium, Chicago, IL, and settling in Tacoma, Washington. He
died of severe dementia, a disease he had been fighting for several years, and heart

failure. His sweetheart of over 61 years, Charlotte, was his primary caregiver.

From the beginning, Perrin was an introspective boy who enjoyed reading, painting, sketching,

and helping out around his home. He even remembers when he had electricity installed in his
family’s small 2 bedroom house! His older brothers, Lynn and Dahl, used to pull Perrin right

along with their games, schemes, and interesting stories. He never really liked sports but as a
teenager, was quite a fabulous ballroom dancer. His younger brothers, Kay and Gene, enjoyed
Perrin’s quick wit and their amusing times together. As a young boy, he discovered the short story

French author, Guy de Maupassant, and was intrigued with his 19th century imagery, leading him
later to study and speak near-native French. Perrin also discovered his usefulness with home
renovating projects when he decided, on his own, at age 12, that HE would finish the remodeling

of the family home since it had still been in chaos for years. He studied, designed, and created the
finished project. Later, as an adult, he built a gazebo with his sons, a wrap-around deck on his

house, also with his sons and son-in-law, a deck for his older brother, and put together many play
sets as well as some interior remodel projects.

Due to his love of painting and sketching, he tried to have a small pad or piece of paper available

wherever he was. As a teenager in the 50s, he started to study and appreciate modernism in art.
He did political cartoons for his junior high and high school papers. Perrin was also quite adept at

sign-making which he did for local businesses and school campaigns. At school, he led several art
clubs and encouraged other students to participate. Unfortunately, since he was a small, thin boy,
he was often teased or bullied, but he found that humor would distract the bully or bullies,

probably because they weren’t smart enough to get the punchline so they would laugh and leave
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him alone. He used that quick wit to find interesting puns and tell enriching stories to enhance
any conversation. That intelligence led to an interest in debate in high school. He and his friend,

Terry Crapo, went on to win many debates in high school and then, at Brigham Young University.
Perrin also worked on his dance skills since he knew that women liked to dance, so he learned

ballroom and swing dance. He was quite good! Albeit a shy young man, his older brother, Dahl,
forced him on dates by asking him about a particular young woman, then, dialing her number.
Dahl would shove the phone in Perrin’s face, forcing him to stammer through an introduction

and invitation. After a while, Perrin tried to avoid this pure anxiety by having a dance partner or
date already set up before Dahl could dial those numbers.

Perrin always found work to be an interesting and even, “fun,” experience. He enjoyed selling
clothing at a men's clothing store in Idaho Falls and painting homes in the summer. He would
start early each summer morning, meticulously taping, then painting the exterior of a neighbor’s

home. At first, he charged slightly more than other independent contractors but it

didn’t take long for neighbors to see how his efficient, yet clean lines were far above the rest and
he would be booked. He was careful with his money as he knew that it was all he would have to

afford new clothing, shoes, or school books, and especially, new art supplies. Perrin excelled in
any and every subject he took. As he approached high school graduation, he wanted to go to

college but knew it would be a financial impossibility for his family. One of his friends’ dads
happened to be a school counselor and asked him what his plans were after graduation. He
mentioned he wanted to go to Brigham Young University in Provo, UT, three hours away, but

didn’t have enough for tuition and housing. This counselor looked at his grades, helped him
apply for a scholarship, and then, Perrin earned a way in!

The summer after Perrin graduated from high school, in 1957, he participated in a summer
musical and was partnered with Charlotte Johnson, a dancer herself. They began dating shortly
afterwards. Perrin went off to BYU and Charlotte started back at Idaho Falls High. During his first

two years of university studies, Perrin continued to lead the debate club, study French, and paint.
He was worried that he would not be able to serve a mission as his older brother, Dahl, was

already in Japan serving one which was a financial sacrifice for their family. Despite that concern,
Perrin was called to the French mission to serve for 2 ½ years for the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. He spent one week at the “mission home” in Salt Lake City, then flew off to

Paris. Charlotte and he agreed to write each week and they did! If he mailed a letter on Monday,
she could receive it and reply before the end of that same week. He began his mission in the
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coastal town of La Rochelle and served all over northern France, Belgium, and eighteen months
in Paris. His college French proved to be paramount to his communication and connection to the

French and Belgian people. While in Paris, he became the editor for the French version of the
Church magazines, L’Etoile, or the Star. At times, his mission president wouldn’t be available to

use their opera tickets, so he would give them to Elder Walker and one of the other missionaries
serving in the mission office. What a gift! A young man from small town Idaho watching the
opera in Paris?

Perrin’s quick mind and excellent memory helped him to recall scriptures and teach with faith as
he spoke of God’s love for each person. He met people who were still traumatized by the war and

needed hope. Through his love for them, they felt God’s love. His French experience never left
him. Even after he returned to college, law school, raising children, establishing his career, he
remained close to his French language abilities and culture.

When he returned in 1962, he was determined to “seal the deal” and asked Charlotte to marry
him. She had always known she would marry the smartest guy and she did! Charlotte transferred
from Utah State to BYU since she knew Perrin wouldn’t switch schools and they married on

August 31, 1962. In order to graduate with Charlotte, Perrin took more than a full load and both
finished their bachelor degrees in June 1963, Charlotte with an early childhood education degree

and Perrin having changed his major from art to political science with an added French teaching
minor where he was a teaching assistant. During that last year, he was also a research assistant to
the university president, Ernest Wilkinson. He loved the projects he was given, usually doing

research for whatever President Wilkinson needed. Perrin applied for law school and was
accepted to many top tier programs. He and Charlotte selected the University of Chicago when

they gave him a larger stipend than Harvard.

A few weeks after they walked in their graduations, Charlotte delivered twin boys! They thought
there may be two babies but without ultrasound technology, they weren’t certain. E.

Allen and Perrin H. Walker explosively came into this world. Two short months later, Perrin
started his first year of law school. Law school was brutal: in class all day, studying late into the

night while barely making ends meet for their little family. Charlotte would break up the
monotony of each day with walks in a large pram and the neighborhood loved seeing these sweet
identical twins. Perrin worked as a research assistant for a NASA study, “Air & Space Law,” in 1964-

66 with the American Bar Foundation also while at U of C. Between his 2nd and 3rd years, Perrin
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and Charlotte spent the summer in NYC where Perrin clerked at Chadbourne, Parke, Whitesides
& Wolff. They loved going to the museums, playing at the neighborhood parks, and even took

their little toddlers to the World’s Fair!

After graduation, Perrin was hired by the Weyerhaeuser Company so the four of them moved

back to the west, residing in Tacoma, Washington where he was a part of their in-house counsel
from 1966-1969. They fell in love with the Mountain, the green spaces, and dealt with the rain.
They added Aric I. in 1967, the same year that Perrin was called to be the bishop of the Tacoma 1st

ward. He and Charlotte enjoyed serving their fellow church members in the downtown Tacoma
area. They continued visiting some of the widows from that ward decades later with their annual

Christmas caroling. Perrin also used his legal skills to benefit his community, becoming the
founding trustee and officer for the Tacoma-Pierce County Legal Assistance Foundation in 1968
as well as serving as pro bono legal counsel for the Black Businessmen’s Association of Tacoma

from 1968-1973. After three years at Weyerhaeuser, Perrin turned to private practice and joined
Conrad, Kane & Vandeberg in Tacoma from 1969-1971. Church-wise, he spent most of the 70s as
the Tacoma Stake’s Executive Secretary, enjoying his associations with other church leaders in the

Tacoma/Gig Harbor/Lakewood areas.

Their first daughter, Margaret, was born in February 1970 but only lived for 10 hours. They were

heartbroken. A few months later, their close friends, the Huishes, suggested they knew of a baby
that needed an adoptive family. They didn’t think they would have a chance with already having
three sons. Their fourth son, Brett C. was born in June 1970; Perrin and Charlotte brought him

home from the hospital. He helped them heal from the tragedy of losing their sweet daughter.
The four boys loved to mess around and even though Brett was younger and smaller, it didn’t take

long for him to catch up to the others! They loved their townhouse on G Street and Perrin kept
remodeling it for more space with their growing family.

The firm added his name, becoming Kane, Vandeberg, Hartinger & Walker, from 1971-1990

where he was the managing partner from 1977-1985. After the trauma of losing Margaret, they
were warned Charlotte might not be able to have more children but Susan was born early in May

1974. Perrin was finally permitted to be in the room for her birth! With four older brothers to
watch out for little Susan, it was a wonder she ever learned how to walk! In December 1976, Perrin
and Charlotte moved to University Place to a larger house for their growing family. That next

spring, in May 1977, Charlotte-Anne was born. Charlotte wanted her to be named Anne but Perrin
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wanted her to have Charlotte so they compromised with a hyphen in the middle. She was
affectionately called C-A.

The family loved eating dinner together each night, having your favorite dinner for your
birthday, and getting spoiled at Christmas. It was not a quiet household! Perrin told great stories

and listened intently to each child’s news. A year after C-A was born, Perrin was called as Stake
President of the Tacoma Stake and helped in preparing for the Seattle temple dedication in 1980.
He tried to balance his family, church, and professional responsibilities. It wasn’t easy but

Charlotte was the support that made things work. She was also a busy mother of 7 when they
added Michael J. in June 1980, adding one more to the mix for a total of 8! Michael had tons of

dark hair and was doted on by his sisters.

The twins went off to BYU and then were called to serve missions in Brazil. Eighteen months
later, Perrin and Charlotte went to Brazil with a side trip to Peru to pick them up. It was a trip of a

lifetime! A few years later, just as Aric was about to graduate from high school, in 1985, Perrin and
Charlotte were interviewed by President Gordon B. Hinckley, and then called to serve as mission
leaders over the Belgium Brussels Mission from 1985-1988. Perrin was granted a leave of absence

from his firm and the day after Michael turned 5 years old, the family moved to Brussels. Allen &
Perrin stayed in the States to finish their bachelor’s degrees and Aric, younger than all the other

missionaries, was called to serve under his parents in the same mission. Perrin ignited the young
missionaries with faith and power, helping them to believe that they could find people to teach.
He encouraged them and talked to each one, at least once a month, driving over 100,000 kms

each year between Brussels to Lille, the Pas-de-Calais area all the way to Luxembourg, Strasbourg,
Nancy, and Metz, even Mulhouse close to the Swiss border. Charlotte came with him as much as

she could. With Perrin’s leave of absence and focus on missionary work full-time, he was able to
mold his own schedule. This allowed him, surprisingly, to spend more time with his children at
home. They went to every castle they could find though their favorite one was Haut

Kœnigsbourg, just outside of Strasbourg. If there was a road trip, you knew that Perrin would get
an ice cream at some point! He also developed his classic yogurt while in Europe. He used to

“make” it in the States but since the yogurt in Belgium was so much better, he perfected it there. It
was simple: vanilla or plain yogurt, add fruit, and cookies. He used to joke that whatever you
didn’t eat the night before would be dragged into the yogurt the next day but that was always an

empty threat. And don’t forget the cheese! Having a bit of cheese throughout the day was a
treasured part of French culture that Perrin continued.

Obituary Glenn Perrin Walker
SEP  2 4, 19 3 9  -  OCT  17, 2 0 2 3

PAGE 7 OF 13



Perrin and Charlotte worked with over 450 young men and women over a three year period. They
saw them each as a child of their own and cared deeply about their lives, struggles, triumphs, and

futures. It was a blessing for them to teach the gospel alongside these energetic, fun youth! Perrin
was often so tired that whoever was in the car with him would worry he would fall asleep while

driving. However, he was not weary in well-doing, he continued to teach, love, and encourage.

In 1988, Perrin returned to private practice in Tacoma. He also continued to serve in a variety of
missionary capacities as a mission leader, stake missionary, mission counselor. The next year,

their son, Brett, served a mission to another French-speaking country, Tahiti. Piggy-backing on
their own mission experience and that of their older three sons, they cherished each letter and

enjoyed learning about Tahitian culture and language.

During the nineties, Perrin did many professional presentations on ethics and attorney
professional standards. He continued working on committees in the greater Pierce County area

including as a pro bono attorney for both the committee to incorporate University Place and the
Pacific Harbors Council in the Boy Scouts of America. He worked as a mediator in Federal Court
& an arbitrator for the Pierce County Superior Court. Until his retirement a few years ago, he still

loved preparing a brief, working with his colleagues on a case, and helping businesses to thrive.

The grandchildren started coming in the early nineties which was a joy that he and Charlotte both

thought should have happened first! Kjersten, P.J., Brittany, Jordan, Parker, and Zack joined the
family in the nineties. Thankfully, they spent a lot of time with these little ones, playing, laughing,
and of course, Grandpa would sing in French to them.

In 2000, Sillas and Julia were added to the grandchildren crew. The next year, they proved to be
the soothing balm when Charlotte-Anne was suddenly and tragically killed in a car accident. They

relied completely on their faith and felt the Savior’s love for her and them. It was a difficult year.

Just months before C-A died, Perrin was called to be an Area Seventy in which he served for nine
years, having been asked to extend several times. He continued to work full time but would be

gone three to four weekends a month, helping train, teach, and encourage congregations across
the entire West coast. Charlotte would occasionally accompany him. They enjoyed visiting Alaska,

Oregon, Washington, and California and worshiping with the saints there. Perrin served with
Church leaders in every position.
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In early 2010, another devastating tragic event: their son, Brett, was killed in a motorcycle
accident. Perrin and Charlotte, again, buried one of their children. Their only comfort continued

to be in their belief in God, knowing they would see their deceased children again.

Harrison, Nathan, Zack’s sisters, Anabelle and Brynlee, Xander and Austin completed the

grandchildren crew. Perrin and Charlotte tried to spend time with each grandchild. They made a
point of listening to their stories, watching them at their events, or just being with them. Each
grandchild will tell you that THEY are the favorite grandchild.

Of all the things Perrin has said over the years, he always emphasized his love and devotion to the
Savior, Jesus Christ, and to Charlotte. The older he got, he would mention often how much he

appreciated her and how grateful he was that he had married her. Even as dementia made it
harder to remember many details, he never forgot Charlotte. The real testament of Perrin Walker
is his long lasting faith in God, his love of all people, and his smile. He even kept saying, “Peace,”

or doing the peace sign when someone would leave after a visit with him.

Perrin is preceded in death by three children, Margaret, Charlotte-Anne, and Brett, who we hope
greeted him with open arms. He is also preceded by his loving parents and three brothers, Dahl,

Lynn, and Gene. He is survived by his eternal sweetheart, Charlotte, his children, Allen
(Stephanie), Perrin, Aric (Lora), Susan (Chad), Michael, his grandchildren, and brother, Kay

(Angela), sister-in-law, Peggy (Mike), and brother-in-law, Jim (Kathy). He has many loving
nephews and nieces and their families. He is also survived by his hundreds of bonus children, the
missionaries he served with in the Belgium Brussels mission.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to a charity of your choice. Perrin worked with many charities
from the Boy Scouts to legal assistance to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to local

Pierce County agencies. He always tried to combat suffering.

His funeral services will be Friday, November 3, 2023 at the Lakewood Stake Center of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints located at 10018 Farwest Dr SW, Lakewood, WA 98498,

starting with a family reception from 10am-12noon. The funeral will commence at 12:30pm with
a brief graveside ceremony at 3:30pm at Mountain View Cemetery, located at 4100 Steilacoom

Blvd SW, Lakewood, WA 98498. The family thanks all who have sent words of comfort and
memories of Perrin. Until we meet again, Dad.
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JL Julie Lafranca  posted:

Well done President Walker, you finished finished the race in a way that surely must please the

Lord. Thank you for being godly man...and for the impact that you had on my son's life and my

own. So happy that you are Home. Best wishes, and continued blessing upon your family and

friends!

January 4 at 5:12 AM

MP Marvin Stuart Perry posted:

Perrin attended the Idaho Falls 3rd ward primary, even though he lived outside of the boundaries

of the ward. He and I spent many hours hunting frogs in the creek that flowed where the high

school was built.We shared a locker 1st year in junior high and partnered picking potatoes during

spud harvest.I lost track of him after high school, so you can imagine my surprise to see him again

60+ years later when he was a Sealer in the Seattle Temple.I hope to see him again in just a few

years, as we were the same age within days of each other.Marvin Perry

September 22 at 9:21 AM

AS Angela  Silva  posted:

My husband, Elder Rick Silva, was one of President Walker's missionaries. I have spent 31 years

of marriage hearing the lessons that Rick learned from this beloved man. I only met him once, but

I will never forget the 20 year reunion, when President Walker stood to speak. I watched men who

were facing a variety of trials and nearing middle age, suddenly set their jaws and stand a little

taller as they looked for the guidance they knew they could expect from this great man. His affect

was palpable. I am so grateful for his influence, that has been carried through Rick, on our family

of boys.

November 3 at 10:44 AM

PAGE 10 OF 13



Tribute Wall Glenn Perrin Walker
SEP  2 4, 19 3 9  -  OCT  17, 2 0 2 3

TG Todd Garner  posted:

I thank Heavenly Father for allowing me to go to President Walker's mission. He had an enormous

impact on my life. He was like Nephi, Moroni, Ammon - that's his peer group. He probably

wouldn't have remembered Elder Garner, but generations of Garners will be blessed from what I

saw and learned from one of the greatest men I've ever known. Thank you President for your

service to me. Your granddaughter described you today as a "big warm hug." I always describe

you as "a walking sword." The strength, honor, and character that emanated from you was

powerful and contagious. I will always love and honor you, and will work to be worthy to associate

with you in the eternities.

November 3 at 9:49 AM

KB Kory Brown posted:

I was fortunate to have President Walker as my "companion" for a few days while serving in La

Mission Belge de Bruxelles. I treasure the conversations as we traveled throughout the mission.

Deeply rooted in my memory were the nights where we would kneel in prayer and I witnessed

how a person should communicate with God through prayer. I'm deeply grateful for being

challenged by this man to truly do hard things...it changed my life. My condolences to the entire

family. - Kory Brown

November 2 at 1:54 PM

DK Diana  Kiesel posted:

Perrin was a mentor to many lawyers. He was always positive and saw the best in all of us.

Lawyers and Judicial Officers had high praise for his legal skills and professionalism. Perrin

always made time to counsel colleagues. The legal profession will miss Perrin.

November 2 at 9:54 AM

CK Chris Keay posted:

Perrin was a consummate gentleman and a fine lawyer. Godspeed, Perrin!

November 2 at 7:19 AM
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JH Joanne Henry posted:

Wonderful to read so many details of Perrin's full life. We worked together at Vandeberg Johnson

Gandara for 10 years in the 90's and I always enjoyed his intelligence, humor and humanity. My

condolences to the entire family on your loss.

November 2 at 7:18 AM

DD Dan Dyer  posted:

Perrin was a devoted man of God. His leaning and erring on the side of Mercy in how he lived

every moment of his life. He was an acclaimed attorney certainly, but above that was his love for

Charlotte and his family. He always saw goodness in everybody and conveyed Christlike love to

all. I will miss him as long as I live. He truly loved the 2nd great commandment of loving “all”

others. May his family continue on his legacy. God bless Charlotte, a true queen of goodness.

Dyer love to all the Walkers. Dan

November 1 at 1:39 PM

PH Patrick Howells posted:

Walkers, you are truly a wonderful family. Perrin is an amazing man and I am so blessed for the

time I got to spend with him and you. I pray you all are blessed with peace and comfort. Thank

you for all of your love, support and friendship over the years.Much love,Patrick Howells

October 31 at 9:55 AM

NT National University Programs Team  sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to

the Walker family.

October 30 at 8:15 AM
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